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PAY EQUITY 

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, go 
Huskies. But let me speak about an 
issue that I think the Huskies care 
about as well and that is pay equity, 
and I want to speak on an issue that is 
important to every woman and every 
family in America, one that has been 
ignored by this Chamber. Again, it is 
about pay equity. The issue of pay eq-
uity goes to the heart of what we fight 
for as working women. It is about en-
suring that women who work every bit 
as hard as men and who play basket-
ball every bit as hard as men are paid 
what they deserve. Fair pay is not a 
women’s issue. It is a family issue. 

Two-earner families are not the only 
norm. Particularly in this economy, 
they are a necessity. Robbing women of 
their due worth robs entire families. It 
underminds their dreams, and that is 
why closing the wage gap must be an 
integral part of any pro-working fam-
ily agenda. Today women are short-
changed, undervalued to the tune of 76 
cents on the dollar. For African Amer-
ican women, they earn only 69 cents for 
every dollar that men earn. Hispanic 
women, that number plummets to 56 
cents. 

I am reintroducing today the Pay-
check Fairness Act, and what it would 
do for the first time is put wage dis-
crimination on the basis of gender on 
the same footing as wage discrimina-
tion occurring on the basis of race or 
ethnicity. I ask this House leadership 
to please bring this legislation to the 
floor so that we can pass it. 
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 1036, PROTECTION OF 
LAWFUL COMMERCE IN ARMS 
ACT 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-

rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 181 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 181
Resolved, That at any time after the adop-

tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1036) to pro-
hibit civil liability actions from being 
brought or continued against manufacturers, 
distributors, dealers, or importers of fire-
arms or ammunition for damages resulting 
from the misuse of their products by others. 
The first reading of the bill shall be dis-
pensed with. All points of order against con-
sideration of the bill are waived. General de-
bate shall be confined to the bill and shall 
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on the Judici-
ary. After general debate the bill shall be 
considered for amendment under the five-
minute rule. It shall be in order to consider 
as an original bill for the purpose of amend-
ment under the five-minute rule the amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on the Judici-
ary now printed in the bill. The committee 

amendment in the nature of a substitute 
shall be considered as read. No amendment 
to the committee amendment in the nature 
of a substitute shall be in order except those 
printed in the report of the Committee on 
Rules accompanying this resolution. Each 
amendment may be offered only in the order 
printed in the report, may be offered only by 
a Member designated in the report, shall be 
considered as read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment, 
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the 
Committee of the Whole. All points of order 
against such amendments are waived. At the 
conclusion of consideration of the bill for 
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted. Any Mem-
ber may demand a separate vote in the 
House on any amendment adopted in the 
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the 
committee amendment in the nature of a 
substitute. The previous question shall be 
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. GIB-
BONS). The gentlemen from Texas (Mr. 
SESSIONS) is recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS), pending 
which I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. During consideration of 
this resolution, all time yielded is for 
purposes of debate only. 

Mr. Speaker, I am exceedingly 
pleased today that we will consider leg-
islation protecting interstate com-
merce in firearms and ammunition 
under the direction of a structured rule 
that allows for a total of five minority 
party amendments to be made in order. 

Today, Mr. Speaker, I call up H. Res. 
181 to do my part to ensure that busi-
nesses in the United States that are en-
gaged in interstate and foreign com-
merce through the lawful design, man-
ufacture, marketing, distribution, im-
portation, and sale to the public of fire-
arms or ammunition are not and 
should not be negligent through law-
suit for the harm caused by those who 
criminally or unlawfully misuse fire-
arm products or ammunition products 
that function as they are designed and 
intended. The people who choose to 
bring these lawsuits want to hold man-
ufacturers negligent for the criminal 
abuse of their products, but it is like 
suing the Louisville Slugger for harm 
caused by criminals using one of their 
famous products to unlawfully threat-
en or harm a third party and not for 
hitting baseballs, for which that prod-
uct was intended. 

It is my intention today to provide 
Members with information about this 
fair and balanced rule and also the un-
derlying legislation that will be on the 
floor today. This underlying bill must 
be passed today if we are to beat back 
the forces who believe that responsible 
gun ownership is an oxymoron and 
those who are bent on destroying a 
citizen’s right to firearms for lawful 
purposes. Lawsuits have been filed na-
tionwide and are pending in our courts 

today that seek to hold these busi-
nesses responsible on a negligence the-
ory for the harm caused by criminals 
or unlawful use of firearms or ammuni-
tion by others, when the product func-
tioned and was designed and was in-
tended to perform and it did, once 
again, a dangerous and slippery propo-
sition which the underlying bill will 
prevent. 

Guns can be dangerous and deadly 
when criminals and others who unlaw-
fully use them do so. But then again, 
so can automobiles, especially when 
they are used illegally, which I will 
never condone, and which the under-
lying bill does not condone or seek to 
excuse from negligent causes of action. 
In fact, under the provisions underlined 
in this bill, H.R. 1036, plaintiffs may 
still bring negligence causes of action 
for harm caused by the criminal or un-
lawful misuse of guns or ammunition. 

The forces arrayed against this bill 
today believe that guns have no con-
structive purpose in American society 
and believe that all firearms are so in-
herently dangerous that no level of re-
sponsible caution and education could 
ever render them useful or enjoyable to 
a law-abiding citizen. It is on this most 
tenuous, dangerous, and shaky logic 
that the gun haters have mounted 
their present flank maneuvering on the 
second amendment in both our State 
and Federal courts through these neg-
ligence lawsuits. These hostile forces 
to the second amendment can only be 
repelled when every single American 
who believes in the right to keep and 
bear arms shall be firmly entrenched 
by passage of this underlying legisla-
tion.
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I believe today that the House of 
Representatives is rightly and cor-
rectly again invoking its right to regu-
late interstate commerce in the name 
of protecting our citizens’ constitu-
tional rights, in this case, the constitu-
tional right to keep and bear arms. 
Without it, the myriad lawsuits na-
tionwide advancing a negligence the-
ory for the harm caused by the crimi-
nal or unlawful use of firearms or am-
munition by others, when the product 
is functioning as it was designed and 
intended to do, will form a very real 
threat, completely halting the move-
ment of these lawful products in inter-
state commerce. In fact, this is the 
very intent, what this bill is all about. 
It is to stop the chilling effect that 
would stop the design, production, 
trade and ownership of legal firearms 
and ammunition in the United States 
by lawsuits. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to wrap up what 
I have said today by stating that the 
interstate commerce clause thankfully 
gives us the power and the right to be 
here in the House today to protect the 
Second Amendment from these dan-
gerous attempts by others who would 
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